STATE OF MINNESOTA

October 27, 2020

IN SUPREME COURT
Republican Party of Minnesota; and
Cheryl Nyquist

)
)

)

Petitioners,

)

�
Jeff Narabrook, City of Minneapolis
Administrator of Elections; and Ginny
Gelms, in her official capacity as
Hennepin County Elections Manager
Respondents.

Supreme Court No. ________

)
)
)

)
)
)
)

PETITION PURSUANT TO
MINN. STAT.§ 2048.44 FOR
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

)

)

The Republican Party of Minnesota and Cheryl Nyquist, Eligible Voter ("Petitioners")
for their Petition against City of Minneapolis Administrator of Elections Jeff Narabrook and
Hennepin County Elections Manager Ginny Gelms ("Respondents"), allege as follows:
INTRODUCTION
Transparency and accountability are hallmarks of election integrity.

Long ago, the

Supreme Court noted: "[S]unlight," as has so often been observed, "is the most powerful
of all disinfectants." N.Y. Times Co. v. Sullivan, 376 U.S. 254, 305 (1964). Indeed,
"openness of the voting process helps prevent election fraud, voter intimidation, and
various other kinds of electoral evils." PG Publishing Co. v. Aichele, 705 F.3d 91 (3d Cir.
2013).
Minnesota state law mandates the public counting of absentee ballots to ensure fairness to
the absentee voter as well as fairness to all eligible voters in the State of Minnesota.

I

Minnesota election law mandates strict counting procedures must be followed by election
judges (or election employees) of each Minnesota county to ensure the fairness and
integrity of the process. While proper counting of absentee ballots is of the utmost
importance in every election, the proper counting of the additional millions of absentee
ballots likely to occur in 2020 due to the circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic add to
the grave importance of ensuring fairness and integrity in the proper counting process
through public observation.
PARTIES
I.

The Republican Party of Minnesota is a Minnesota unincorporated association with its
principal place of business at 7400 Metro Boulevard, Suite 424, Edina, MN 55439.

2.

Cheryl Nyquist is a citizen of Hennepin County. She resides at 11201 Wisconsin Avenue
North, Champlin, Minnesota, 55316.

3.

The City of Minneapolis Administrator of Elections, JeffNarabrook, is the representative
of the government of the City of Minneapolis and has authority over the public counting
of absentee ballots in Minneapolis. The City of Minneapolis Elections and Services
office is located at 980 Hennepin Avenue East, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55414.

4.

Th e Hennepin County Elections Manager, Ginny Gelms, is a representative of the
government of Hennepin County and has authority over the public counting of absentee
ballots in Hennepin County, pursuant to Minn. Stat.§ 203B.121. The Hennepin County
Elections Office is located at 300 South Sixth Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55487.

JURISDICTION
5.

The Minnesota Supreme Court is vested with original jurisdiction in this matter under
Minn. Stat. § 204B.44, which provides that a petition alleging any "wrongful act,

2

of the election judges and/or election employees are following statutorily mandated
procedures by checking the signatures, assuring that two or more members of election
board examine each return envelope, and by initialing the absentee ballots.
Pursuant to Minn. Stat.§ 203B.121, subd. 3(a)-(b), declaring that Respondents (and other
similarly situated government authorities) must take all necessary steps to ensure that all
of the election judges and/or election employees are following statutorily mandated
procedures by marking the roster while counting the absentee ballots
Awarding any and all other relief the Court deems just and equitable.
Dated: October 27, 2020
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